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Exchanging Ideas and Growing Together:  
2019 Annual Stakeholders Gathering
April 24 marked the occasion of Pathways to Technology’s 2019 
annual gathering of stakeholders. Representatives from All 
Nations Trust Company and the Pathways team spent the day 
collaborating and exchanging ideas with representatives from 
First Nations Emergency Services Society, Write to Read, First 
Nations Technology Council, First Nations Health Authority, 
Network BC, the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and 
Reconciliation, Indigenous Services Canada, Nuu-Chah-Nulth 
Economic Development Corporation, Conuma Cable, TELUS, 
CityWest, and Strathcona Regional District. 

Musqueam Elder Shane Pointe opened the session with a 
welcome and a prayer. During this, attendees held hands with 
one-another and reflected on Pointe’s observation that, in the 
past, “pathways” were the means by which people would get 
from the place they were to the place that had something they 
needed. In today’s world, high speed internet has become one 
of these pathways and is critical to the viability of Indigenous 
communities. 

With this metaphor and context in mind, the day’s discussions 
focussed on refining and improving PTT’s approach to forging 
pathways via high speed internet. Nathan Matthew, (former 
Chief of Simpcw First Nation and current Thompson Rivers 
University chancellor), presided over the event and introduced 
Pathways to Technology’s Project Manager, Ruth Williams. Ms. 
Williams further welcomed the group on ANTCO’s behalf and 
provided an overview of the Project’s trajectory to-date and 
the direction it will take moving forward. She highlighted the 
impact of last summer’s wildfires on Tsilhqot’in communities, 
noting the Tsilhqot’in perspective that “the fires awakened us” 
to the need for Indigenous communities to develop and foster 
self-sufficiency in responding to emergencies. High speed 
internet connectivity is essential to that process. 

PTT’s Jamie Sterritt then presented a summary of communities 
connected by PTT since 2010. Next up was a panel discussion 
by Howard Randell, (Network BC), Donovan Dias, (CityWest), 
and Victoria Smith (Strathcona Regional District). The panel 

members talked about opportunities and challenges inherent 
in the ambitious Connected Coast project. The benefits are 
innumerable, but the challenges are significant and include 
issues like affordability, establishing connections to homes and 
buildings once the fibre backbone is in place, and the time-
consuming process of establishing the “passive infrastructure,” 
(such as land and access agreements and other administrative 
matters), required to enable the project. 

TELUS’ Aurora Sekela and PTT’s Thant Nyo presented next and 
provided a brief case study on the challenges of connecting 
Penelakut Island. Lessons learned include the importance of 
engaging communities early on to identify and solve logistical 
issues that can otherwise cause delays, and of streamlining 
internal processes to maximize efficiency.

After breaking for lunch and conversation, the group 
reconvened for an afternoon brainstorming session. Nathan 
Matthew facilitated the conversation and encouraged 
the exchange of ideas about sustainability, affordability, 
communication, training and collaboration. Thoughts were put 
into words on paper and collected for application in the future 
of the Pathways Project. 

Throughout the day, new connections were made and old 
ones renewed; perspectives were shared and built upon. 
The gathering underscored the value of in-person meetings 
for disseminating current information, providing real time 
feedback and assessing and recalibrating strategy as needed 
going forward.

ANTCO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Who: ANTCO Shareholders

When:  Saturday, September 21, 2019 
 10am (Light snacks provided)

Where: Sk’elep School of Excellence
 365 Powwow Trail 
For more info please call the ANTCO office at 1-800-663-2959 
or 778-471-4110
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ANTCO recognizes that high school is challenging for most 
students; however, some students face additional hurdles that 
require a lot of strength and determination to surpass.  Our 
bursary awards high achieving students who have managed to 
rise above such challenges and are ready to begin their post-
secondary education.

After much deliberation, we have decided to award Karlie 
Ferland with one of our two bursaries.  Karlie is a determined 
grade twelve student who demonstrated outstanding effort 
in achieving the goal of graduating even when faced with 
obstacles.  

Karlie involves herself in many aspects of her schooling and 
community.  Karlie’s abilities reflect a dynamic mix of creativity, 
intellect and care for others.  This is evident in her track record 
of success in academic courses and community volunteer 
work.  On top of being an exceptional student, Karlie holds 
down a part time job and further fills her time with volunteer 

work at the New Life 
Mission, Adams Lake Band 
events, as well as athletic 
activities at Haldane 
Elementary.  This generous 
giving of her time speaks 
to Karlie’s determination 
to be successful and her 
willingness to help others.

Karlie has been accepted 
into Thompson Rivers 
University into the 
Bachelor of Arts program 
starting this fall.  Her goal 
is to become a successful social worker.  Please join ANTCO in 
congratulating Karlie Ferland for all her hard work, resilience, 
and dedication!

Bursary Recipients

This year ANTCO received many applications 
for the 2019 SD 73 High School Bursary that 
were worthy of serious consideration. We 
typically offer one such award and, after 
careful deliberation, our selection team 
ultimately determined that two applicants 
were equally deserving. 

We congratulate Norkam graduate Rylee Bull 
as one of this year’s successful applicants. 
Rylee is a member of Tsal’alh and grew up in 
Chase and Kamloops. His first four years of 
school were in a Secwepemctsin immersion 
school in Chase and he has attended school 
in Kamloops since Grade 4. 

He has excelled academically throughout 
high school and has been in the International 
Baccalaureate program during the past 
two years. In his graduating year, Rylee was 
diagnosed with a medical condition that 
caused him to end his participation in such 
a rigorous university preparatory program. 
Rylee did not allow this to become a setback 
and has since been accepted to Thompson 
Rivers University in the Bachelor of Science 
program. 

We are pleased to offer this bursary to this 
exceptional student and we are confident 
that all of Rylee’s future goals will be met 
with the same perseverance. 

ANTCO CEO Paul Donald 
Attends Harvard Business 
School
This May, our CEO, Paul Donald, attended the Leading People 
and Investing to Build Sustainable Communities program at 
Harvard Business School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  The 
program was developed in partnership between Harvard 
Business School and the Aboriginal Financial Officers 
Association of Canada (AFOA). 

The mission of Harvard Business School is to educate leaders 
who make a difference in the world.  The school views diversity 

as a source of strength that contributes to a dynamic, creative 
learning and work environment.  It brings people together 
from all political, religious, ethnic, and social backgrounds, in 
the spirit of academic freedom, which creates an environment 
where a full exchange of ideas can flow freely.  This is the 
third cohort to attend the Harvard Business School Certificate 
Program.  The program was delivered over four days and 
provided the participants with the opportunity to view 
community investments in a broader context.  

According to Paul, business case studies were reviewed and 
discussed in small groups each morning, which were followed 
by full class discussions led by Harvard professors.  



Winter has long since given way to spring, which will soon give 
way to summer, and with each passing season First Nations in 
British Columbia become more connected.

As readers and project stakeholders are by now well aware, 
connecting a community involves transport work (bringing 
Internet to the community) and last mile work (making Internet 
accessible to homes and businesses within the community).  
Since our last newsletter Pathways has completed projects in 
the following communities:

• Tk’emlups te Secwepemc (transport and last mile)
• Takla Landing (transport and last mile)
• Enderby 2 (last mile)
• Quatsino subdivision 18 (transport and last mile)
• Tache 1 (transport and last mile)
• Blueberry River 205 (last mile)
• Oweekeno (transport and last mile)
• Simpcw (transport and last mile)
• Huu-ay-aht (transport and last mile)
• Seabird Island (last mile)
• Peters/Ohamil 1 (transport and last mile)
• Penelakut (transport and last mile)
• DOCSIS 3 cable system upgrades in a number of   

 communities

A number of communities are also nearing completion 
including Opitsaht, Neskonlith and Kluskus.

On March 20, 2019 ANTCO 
issued a joint press 
release with TELUS and 
the Province, announcing a major build in the Highway 20/
Cariboo Chilcotin region.  This project, which is currently in 
the community engagement phase by Pathways and the pre-
design phase by TELUS, will connect up to 13 communities in 
the region, which extends west and north from Williams Lake all 
the way out to Ulkatcho.  Completion is targeted for December 
2020.

The Highway 20/Cariboo Chilcotin project brings the total 
number of projects in progress to 19!

A recently completed build in the island community of 
Penelakut provided a learning opportunity for TELUS and they 
responded well.  The inability of the community’s internal IT 
infrastructure to support the use of TELUS’ PureFibre went 
undetected, resulting in a lack of connectivity for government 
buildings.  However, thanks to a mix of trust, transparency and 
communication in equal measure, the issue was identified 
and resolved.  In addition to full connectivity throughout the 
community, TELUS has developed a more collaborative and 
relationship-based approach that can be applied to future 
projects with Indigenous communities.

For additional information about the Pathways project visit 
www.pathwaystotechnology.ca.
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NACCA colleagues at the Harvard/AFOA program: Marg Epp, Dawn 
Madahbee Leach, George Casimir, Paul Donald, Valerie Kosmenko & 
AFOA CEO Terry Goodtrack. 

Some of the topics covered included:

1. Investment Governance Understand investments and good 
governance practices over investments.

a. Capital Allocation and Asset Management
b. Self-managing settlement dollars
c. Tribal Investment Committees

2. Entrepreneurial Finance Build a framework and develop 
a better understanding for the valuation of potential 
investments, specifically pre-revenue start-ups.

3. Negotiations Enhance negotiating skills and develop 
negotiation strategies at an individual and team level.

4. Change Management Develop effective strategies for leading 
through change at both an organizational and community 
level.

Overall, the program was valuable for those in a governance or 
financial leadership position within Indigenous communities. 
Collectively, the topics chartered a course for long-term economic 
growth of Indigenous communities. The goals of the course 
integrate well with ANTCO’s Vision of Self-reliant Indigenous 
people thriving in diverse economies.

... cont’d from page 2



Shares for Sale 
as at May 31, 2019
Shareholder Phone Number # of Shares
Joanie Allison 250-499-6711       1,040
Charles Dumont 250-318-7094 750
Greg McIntyre 604-999-1548 405
Mary Hewitt
   call Richard LeBourdais 250-320-5720 3,000
Violet LeBourdais 
   call Richard LeBourdais 250-320-5720 8,250
Carol Allison 250-499-6257 1,560

Shareholder Address Changes
It is important that your mailing address is kept current. If you have moved or changed your mailing address, 

please call the office.

If you would like to receive your Newsletter by email, please notify the office.  

Toll-free: 1-800-663-2959 or Email: antco@antco.bc.ca

Shareholders:
Procedures for the sale or purchase of shares:
For those who are interested in purchasing shares the following is a brief 
outline of the procedures and the criteria for ownership:

• Ownership is restricted to Bands, Aboriginal organizations, Status, 
Non-Status and Metis individuals.

• Individuals must purchase a minimum of 10 shares.
• It is the responsibility of the seller and the purchaser of shares to 

access a copy of the share valuation to ensure that they are aware of 
the fair market value.

• It is the Shareholder’s responsibility to market their shares.  ANTCO 
will assist by keeping a current list of shares available for sale and  
will publish that list in our current Newsletter.

• The purchase or transfer of shares must be approved by the Board of 
Directors.

520 Chief Eli LaRue Way,  Kamloops BC   V2H 1H1    
Ph: 778.471.4110    Toll Free: 1.800.663.2959    Fax: 250.372.2585

www.antco.bc.ca

I am pleased to have just joined ANTCO as Chief Financial Officer.  I am 
looking forward to meeting everyone and working with the staff at the office, 
and the Board of Directors, as we partner with First Nations communities and 
people to grow economic opportunity.

My background is that I am a UK-qualified accountant.  I qualified with 
Coopers & Lybrand, the predecessor to PricewaterhouseCoopers, before 
working for J.P. Morgan in London, England.  Since returning to Vancouver, 
I have enjoyed an interesting career, most notably spending nearly eight 
years with HSBC.  I have also taught finance and accounting courses at Simon 
Fraser University, which is a great opportunity to teach and also learn from 
students.  I am honoured to have taught in SFU’s Indigenous Business and 
Leadership Executive MBA programme.

On the personal side, I have travelled to some interesting places.  During my 
time in London, I saw a lot of Europe and Africa, and I would like to one day 
revisit Spain and Portugal.  My favourite vacation, however; was spending 
three weeks over new year’s 2006/2007 in Argentina and on the beach in 
Punta del Este, Uruguay.

ANTCO welcomes Marc Paulez as our new Chief Financial Officer!
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Marc Paulez, Chief Financial Officer


