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SPONSORSHIP FULFILLMENT REPORT 

The Indigenous Business Award (IBA) program honours excellence and inspires achievement in 
Indigenous business and entrepreneurship throughout the province. It aims to cultivate innovation and 
create an authentic space where collaborative and strategic partnerships can thrive together and give 
voice to Indigenous entrepreneurship. ANTCO’s sponsorship of the IBA program plays a key role in 
BC Achievement’s efforts to elevate excellence, share success and inspire change. 

SUMMARY OF IBA PROGRAM ACTIVITIES  
 
IBA Community Outreach 
BC Achievement consulted extensively with a cross section of 
sponsors, stakeholders and IBA Advisory Panel members mid-April 
through early-May to seek their thoughts on how best to present and 
deliver the IBA program in the time of COVID. A consistent theme was 
found across all groups that ‘now more than ever’ the IBA program 
provides a vital platform to honour those businesses who are giving 
back and building economic resilience in their communities.  
 
IBA Nominations 
The 2020 IBA Call for Nominations was designed to reflect the 
feedback BC Achievement received from program alumni, sponsors, 
and advisors. Crafted to meet the needs expressed by business 
community members the nomination process underlined the 2020 
program’s theme of ‘building resilience’ and inspiring change during 
this unprecedented period. 
 
The Call for Nominations was issued electronically in June 2020 
reaching 2,683 recipients. Four subsequent eblasts encouraging 
nominations followed at predetermined times to create and maintain 
heightened awareness of the nomination period.  
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A social media campaign #nominatenowbc was undertaken during the Call and sustained throughout 
the months of June and July 2020. In addition, a half page ad was featured in the June 2020 issue of 
First Nations Drum to encourage nominations from across BC. The June 15th and 22nd  issue of BIV also 
featured copy of the Call as did BIV’s digital newsletter for four weeks Jun 15th – Jul 12th.  
 
Paid radio spots on CFNR were purchased for the Call for Nominations period (Canadian First Nations 
Radio broadcasts to 82 communities in Central and Northern BC, and exclusively brings commercial 
radio to 42 First Nations Communities). 

The IBA Advisory Panel was instrumental in circulating the Call to their networks and past IBA Gala 
attendees and awardees were invited to spread the word about the nomination period. 

IBA Selection 
Working closely with nominators to explain program criteria, the IBA Program Director supported their 
efforts to bring awareness to the transformative work Indigenous businesses are creating across the 
province. The selection process was adjusted and revised to accommodate the current reality 
businesses face in the era of COVID-19. 
 
The independent 2020 IBA Jury convened virtually on September 15th and included: Kim Baird, 
Owner, Kim Baird Strategic Consulting (Tsawwassen), Jacob Beaton, Consultant & 2009 IBA Awardee 
(Kitwanga), Jessie Ramsey, Partner, Baker Newby (Chilliwack), and Laurie Sterritt, Partner, Leaders 
International and Event Producer (Vancouver). 
 
Seven businesses representing all corners of the province were selected as the 2020 IBA recipients: 
 
• Longhouse Media, Langley  

Young Entrepreneur of the Year  
• Raven Reads Books Ltd., Merritt  

Business of the Year one to two-person enterprise 
• Skwálwen Botanicals, Brackendale  

Business of the Year three to ten-person enterprise  
• OneFeather Mobile Technologies, Victoria  

Business of the Year 11+ person enterprise 
• Alkali Resource Management Ltd., Alkali Lake  

Community-Owned Business of the Year one entity 
• Lil’wat Holdings Limited Partnership, Mount Currie   

Community-Owned Business of the Year 2+ entities 
• Nupqu Resource Limited Partnership, Cranbrook  

Business Partnership of the Year 
 
Top of the Line Catering, Burns Lake was also recognized as an ‘Outstanding Business Achiever’ for its 
resiliency and efforts to pivot its business model in 2020.  
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Carol Anne Hilton was selected as the recipient of the 2020 IBA 
Award of Distinction. “I am inspired by the entire volume of 
Indigenous entrepreneurs that have come through this program. To 
see the increasing force of Indigenous business and how we are 
connecting to our families and communities and to our future in new 
ways through business – that inspires me and that is Indigenomics.” 
Carol Anne Hilton, 2020  

IBA Recognition 
Unable to hold in-person gatherings this year, COVID-19 compelled 
BC Achievement to reimagine the way it elevates its awardees and 
shares their stories. The 2020 IBA Awardees were celebrated in a 
series of digital campaigns and films honouring their achievements. 

BC Achievement curated an online #shinethelightbc campaign, highlighting each awardee’s 
accomplishments, through its social media platforms with a daily focus on individual awardees and 
their respective business for the period of December 1 – 9, 2020. Awardee films were premiered 
during the IBA #shinethelightbc campaign. 

Eight films showcased each awardee’s unique story and shared their remarkable spirit of 
entrepreneurship, innovation and resilience. The films were conceived as a useful marketing/training 
tool for the awardee’s business and serve as an excellent resource for media outlets, schools and 
communities. Invitations to view the films were sent to recent IBA gala dinner attendees in January 
2021, extending the awardee recognition period and allowing sponsorship support additional 
acknowledgement. The 2020 IBA films are available on BC Achievement’s website and YouTube 
channel and reflect the history and growth of Indigenous businesses in the province of BC.  
 
Each IBA awardee also received a medallion and pin designed by renowned BC First Nations artist, 
Robert Davidson, use of the IBA Seal, and a certificate signed by the Premier and BC Achievement 
Board Chair. 
 
IBA Social Media Reach 
The successful online #shinethelightbc campaign generated the 
following stats:  
Instagram and Facebook: Nine-day paid ad campaign resulted in:  

• 238 link clicks, up 11.74% over the previous week  
• 18,755 reach, up 5.48% over the previous week  
• 26,966 impressions, up 10.36% over the previous week  
• 51% women, 45% men   
• Age demographic weighs heavier in the under 25 and the 

over 55 age groups  
• Approximate increase in impressions over 90%  
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Twitter: Nine-day organic campaign resulted in an average of 2.9K impressions per day for a total of 
25,800 impressions over this period, which was an increase of 77% over the same nine-day period the 
previous month. The #shinethelightbc campaign served to amplify the successes of the 2020 IBA 
cohort and increase the visibility of Indigenous entrepreneurship in BC. 
 

IBA Sponsors 
IBA sponsors were recognized as part of the IBA program’s 
#shinethelightbc campaign to acknowledge their support and 
commitment to the program and received other benefits 
depending on level of engagement.  
 
Sponsors received website recognition on the IBA program 
page; earned media through news releases and e-blasts; paid 
print media; social media mentions and tags during the 
Recognition phase and #shinethelightbc; and rights to 
promote IBA sponsorship in company materials. 
 
Partner and sponsorship funding contribute to the successful 
delivery of the IBA program by supporting the following: 
 

• Research and development of nomination materials 
• Jury recruitment, training and material preparation plus meeting logistics  
• Development of pre- and post-jury communications 
• Design, procurement and distribution of award certificates, medallions and pins  
• Creation, design and implementation of online #shinethelightbc social media campaign 
• Film production and distribution  

 
ANTCO’s partnership with BC Achievement made it possible for the 
program to expand its reach in 2020, encourage others to nominate 
community members, and shine a light on the remarkable contributions 
of Indigenous entrepreneurs to the province of BC.  
 
Since its launch in 2008, the IBA program has recognized over 200 
outstanding Indigenous entrepreneurs and businesses throughout the 
province and showcased 28 partnerships between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous businesses. In addition, 43 community-owned enterprises 

have been honoured alongside 25 successful young entrepreneurs.  
 
ANTCO’s support of the IBA program ensures that opportunities to elevate excellence, share success 
and inspire change continue into the future. 
  



2020 IBA Sponsorship Fulfillment Report 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
BC Achievement is pleased to confirm that the 2020 IBA Awardees were presented with their recognition 
materials February 16-22, 2021 and subsequently shared their reflections on the importance of receiving 
an IBA. Awardees stated that their experience with the IBA program is a ‘game changer’ for their business 
and provided a platform to share their collective experiences as Indigenous entrepreneurs and leaders. 
The recognition from peers and community members changes the way they perceive themselves, 
inspires them to become mentors to other entrepreneurs, and to continue to build on their contributions 
to BC’s economy. 
 

It is important to acknowledge excellence in Indigenous business and 
entrepreneurship to demonstrate our pride in our communities, as well as to 
inspire others.  Each community has likely gone through hardships and to 
demonstrate resilience and the ability to be successful is invaluable.  
- 2020 Awardee Lil’wat Holdings 

With the support of its sponsors, the IBA program continues to serve as a catalyst to recognize businesses 
that are generating economic development opportunities, creating partnerships with industry and 
uplifting young Indigenous entrepreneurs while shining a light on their achievements.  

We look forward to strengthening our relationships with IBA program alumni and sponsors as BC 
Achievement gears up to launch the 2021 IBA program. 
 
With gratitude, BC Achievement 
 
Board of Directors: 
Anne Giardini - Chair, OC, OBC, QC 
Hon. Lisa Beare 
Kevin Bent 
y̓lmixʷm Christopher R. Derickson 
Yuri Fulmer, OBC 
Christopher Gaze, OBC  
Hon. John Horgan 
Carol Anne Lee 

 
Jack Lohman, CBE 
Scott McIntyre, OBC, CM 
John Montalbano 
Kelli Paddon, MLA 
Walter Pela 
Sophie Pierre, OC, OBC,  
Kekinusuqs Judith Sayers, OC 
Rachna Singh, MLA 
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QUOTES & LINKS TO 2020 IBA FILMS 
 
“When we view Indigenous people as economic 
powerhouses it shifts the narrative of hundreds of years 
as a problem and burden to the system to positions of 
powerful economic strength.” @CarolAnneHilton IBA 
Awardee. Watch the film  
https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/carol-anne-
hilton-mba/ 
 

 
 
“I think that peoples’ businesses are often their dreams and 
Longhouse Media can make those dreams come true.” Keenan 
Beavis @LonghouseMedia IBA Awardee. Watch the 
film https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/longhouse-
media/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
“I think Indigenous people are inherently amazing entrepreneurs and 
business owners. We come from generations of trade and 
entrepreneurs.” Nicole McLaren @Raven Reads IBA Awardee. Watch 
the film https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/raven-reads-
books-ltd/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Traditional knowledge creates the foundation for my 
business. It’s really important to do that in a sustainable and 
responsible way.” Leigh Joseph @SkwalwenBotanicals IBA 
Awardee. Watch the 
film https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/skwalwen-
botanticals/ 
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“When we look at developing technologies through an Indigenous 
lens let’s make sure that first and foremost it lifts our people up, it 
looks after our people, and it creates a sense of community that 
unites us.” Lawrence Lewis @OneFeather IBA Awardee. Watch the 
film 
https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/one-feather-technologies/ 
 
 
 
 

 
“It’s quite the honour, being recognized as an awardee. I just 
want to put the word out there – if you’re First Nations, put your 
pie in the sky and reach for it and don’t forget that it is always 
there.” Kukpi7 Fred Robbins @AlkaliResourceManagement IBA 
Awardee. Watch the film 
https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/alkali-resource-
management-ltd/ 
 
 

 
 
“It’s amazing to see when we start to work toward our vision 
that feeling of accomplishment is so sweet!” Lhpatq Councillor 
Maxine Bruce @Lilwat IBA Awardee. Watch the film 
https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/lilwat-holdings-
limited-partnership/ 
 
 
 

 
“We are getting recognized for what we’ve created, our 
achievements and the work that we do. It really speaks to our 
overall plan on how to be economically and financially 
independent. Corrie Walkley @Nupqu IBA Awardee. Watch the 
film https://www.bcachievement.com/awardee/nupqu-resource-
limited-partnership/ 
 
 
 


